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News from the ARI offices
'A Place to Grow'

inding and obtaining land for
allotments can be a very
challenging experience. If you
are desperate for a new allotment
site, but no council-owned land is
available, please turn to pages 4
and 5 where we provide examples
of creating new allotments on
privately owned land.
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On page 6 we bring you an update
about Allotments Officers’ Forums
(AOFs). Over 150 council officers
with responsibility for allotments
have attended AOFs so far in
2010, enabling good practice to be
shared and networks to be
developed. Thank you to everyone
who attended AOFs and we look
forward to meeting you again at
your next AOF.
f you have been faced with a
drought on your allotment site
this summer, read about guides
to Rainwater Harvesting in our
Resources Section, see page 8. We
hope you have both sunshine and
rain on your plots!
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And finally, don’t forget the ARI
Site Visits Travel Bursary is open to
any group of people wishing to
visit other alltoments sites for the
purpose. See page 8 for further
details.

n the cover: A new
plotholder watering her
crops at Gosforth Grow
Your Own Plots, a new private site
created by the Garden Centre
Group in Newcastle upon Tyne
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The Local Government Association
(LGA) has published a free online
update to the 2nd Edition of Growing
in the Community entitled A Place to
Grow. The update seeks to address
some of the problems that local
authorities and devolved management
allotment associations are facing as a
consequence of the increased demand
for allotments. New advice is provided
about managing waiting lists and noncultivation, as well as information about
how to design a new allotment site.
ARI is producing three new factsheets
to accompany A Place to Grow, giving
in-depth information on these subjects:
Managing Non-Cultivation and
Managing Waiting Lists are now
available on the ARI website. Designing
a New Allotment Site will be available
in the spring.

Allotments – A Scottish
Plotholder’s Guide
The Scottish Allotments and Gardens
Society (SAGS) and the Allotments
Regeneration Initiative (ARI) have
published Allotments - A Scottish
Plotholder’s Guide for anyone in
Scotland who rents or is thinking of
renting an allotment plot. Local
Authorities and devolved
management allotment associations in
Scotland may find the guide useful to
give to new and existing plotholders.
Information about how to get a new
allotment site, and guidance about
allotments legislation in Scotland is
also included. The guide was launched
at a SAGS reception for SMPs at the
Scottish Parliament on 15 September.
Printed copies are available from the
ARI offices and SAGS. The publication
can also be downloaded from the

a place to
grow:

a supplementary document to
Growing in the community

Printed copies of the new
factsheets will be available from the ARI
Offices and your ARI Mentor in the
new year.

Welsh Assembly reports on
Allotments
Following an ‘Inquiry into
Allotment Provision in Wales’ and
research into community grown
food, the National Assembly for
Wales has produced two new
reports. Allotment Provision in Wales
from the Sustainability Committee
makes 16 recommendations about
future provision of allotments,
including a mapping exercise of
allotment provision versus
allotment demand, in order to
effectively implement and target
policies in this area. Meanwhile, the
Community Grown Food Action Plan
sets out the Welsh Government’s
aims to promote, support and
encourage community grown food
in Wales.
www.assemblywales.org

www.lga.gov.uk
SAGS and ARI websites. The full
colour guide is free. Big Lottery
Scotland has funded the production
of the guide.
www.sags.org.uk
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Allotments

allotments and other types of
community growing projects.

Building on the success of the first
Northern Ireland Allotments Forum in
2009, ARI and the Federation of City
Farms and Community Gardens
launched an exploratory work
programme in 2010. Coordinated by
Austin Herron, our recently appointed
Voluntary Convenor, ARI and FCFCG
are working with Local Authorities and
communities wishing to create

Two further events, now called the NI
Allotments and Community Gardens
Forum have been held, the most recent
hosted by Limavady Borough Council
on 24 September.
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Scottish Allotments
& Gardens Society

Developments in Northern
Ireland
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Regenera tion Initiative

Allotments

A Scottish Plotholder’s
Guide

Austin Herron is Secretary of Eden
Allotments in Carrickfergus, a new
allotment site created in 2008.
aherron.ni@googlemail.com
www.edenallotments.co.uk

Community Land Bank – update
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In our Autumn 2009 edition we reported on
Allotment Trends and the idea of a Community
Land Bank. The Federation of City Farms and
Community Gardens (FCFCG) has now been
commissioned by the Department of
Communities and Local Government to carry
out a feasibility study to research the concept of

a Community Land Bank. Meanwhile, initial
developments are taking place in Scotland and
Wales to examine the feasibility of Community
Land Banks there too. FCFCG will publish the
results of its research shortly.
www.farmgarden.org.uk
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Allotment regeneration

in action – reports from around the UK

In this edition we share some inspiring stories about innovative approaches to creating new allotments sites where council-owned land is not available

Vicarage Garden,
St. Peter's Church,
Rawdon, Leeds
he Vicarage is adjacent to an
established devolved management
allotment site, Victory Garden
Allotments. Although land has recently
been acquired to create 30 new plots
at Victory Gardens Allotments, the
new plots were all taken-up quickly by
people on the waiting list. The Vicar of
nearby St Peter’s Church, Reverend
Catye Norman, had learnt about the
high demand for allotments from an
article written by ARI Mentor, Phil
Gomersall. Reverend Norman came
forward and offered space in the
vicarage garden for people remaining
on the waiting list at Victory Gardens.
Ten 6m2 raised beds are now provided
free of charge in the Vicarage garden
as ‘starter plots’. People on the waiting
list at Victory Gardens can use the
raised beds until they reach the top of
the waiting list, with newcomers then
taking on a raised bed. The project has
been running for 18 months and will
continue until the vicarage is sold,
probably in 3 - 4 years time.

T

Abbotsham
Allotment
Association, Devon
bbotsham, a small village in
Devon with a parish council, had
no allotments. Local residents
approached the parish council
requesting allotments without success.
The residents contacted their ARI
Mentor who assisted them with
becoming a fully constituted
organisation, they chose to become an
unincorporated Allotment Association
which is a standard model within
allotments. The association advertised
locally asking for landowners who
might be interested in leasing land for
allotments to make contact. The
allotment association explained to
landowners that they planned to
manage the allotments themselves, via
devolved management, so that the

A
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landowner would have minimum
management tasks. A local sheep
farmer, Rick Turner, recognised that
economically and socially, providing
allotments would bring a good return
and offered to lease land to the
association for 10 years. A new private
site is now created with a total of 48
plots (24 plots @ 250m2 and 24 plots
@ 125m2) and a plot for collectivegardening. The farmer provides
unlimited supplies of manure to
plotholders. Plotholders pay £20 per
plot per year, directly to the allotment
association. The association pays £800
per year to lease the land from the
farmer. However, as a gesture of
goodwill Rick Turner waived the first
year’s rent so that the allotment
association could use rental income
for its start-up costs.

www.stpeterschurchrawdon.co.uk

Rick Turner
claire@thebigsheep.co.uk
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Herstmonceax
Parish Council,
East Sussex
erstmonceux Parish Council was
approached by residents keen to
have allotments in the village, in 2006.
The parish council did not have any
land suitable for allotments and set
about looking for land to lease locally.
Using local knowledge, Janet McInnes
(Parish Clerk), approached
landowners in the area asking if any
would be willing to lease land to the
parish council for allotment gardening.
The search resulted in several tracts
of land being identified, however, most
were dismissed because of location,
legal issues, or poor soil quality. The
council identified two acres of suitable
land at Greenaway Farm in Stunts
Green, which had been used for fruit

H

growing and began negotiations with
the landowner who was very keen
and positive about the land being used
for allotments.
Three parish councillors were
allocated specific responsibility for
allotments. Utilising the advice and
support of ARI Mentor Paul Neary,
NSALG’s Legal Adviser, and the
landowner himself, the parish council
was able to negotiate a suitable lease
for 10 years. The parish council
wanted plotholders to be able to have
their own sheds, access to water and
toilets, along with a secure perimeter
fence. By negotiation, the council was
able to arrange extension of the land
owner’s existing water supply to the
allotment site and installation of a
water meter to measure usage by
plotholders. The landowner offered
access to a toilet already nearby on
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his land. The council funded purchase
of fencing material and the landowner
erected the fence. Parish councillors
marked out the individual plots, along
with a communal area for BBQs and
events. The council permitted
plotholders to erect sheds, within
strict criteria set out in the tenancy
agreement, without having to apply for
planning permission. The new site was
opened in March 2009. Each
plotholder has a 12½ x 10m plot
rented under an annual tenancy
agreement. The council manages the
site, a Herstmonceux Allotment
Association has been formed with
association members acting as
Stewards to liaise with the parish
council. BBQs are held on site, along
with spring and autumn events.
Janet McInness, Parish Clerk
hxparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
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Mentor Network and events news
ARI events for
Scotland
The first ARI Allotments Officers’
Forum for Scotland was held on 14
September. The City of Edinburgh
Council generously hosted the event.
The event was the first of its kind in
Scotland and provided an opportunity
for staff responsible for the
management of allotments within local
councils across Scotland to meet
together and share good practice.
Representatives from ARI, SAGS and
FCFCG were on hand to give advice
and support. The next AOF for
Scotland will be held in Spring 2011,
generously hosted by Stirling Council.

Allotments Officers’
Forums – update
ARI has successfully rolled-out
Allotments Officers’ Forums (AOFs) in
all nine English Government Regions,
along with AOFs in Scotland and
Northern Ireland, in 2010. The very
busy programme of events has covered
topics as diverse as managing
beekeeping, setting up starter plots and
even an allotment quiz! ARI plans to
hold AOFs twice per year in each

English Government Region, Scotland
and Northern Ireland. If you are a
council officer responsible for managing
allotments and you would like to attend
your AOF please contact:
sanja@farmgarden.org.uk
(Council officers who automatically
receive a copy of this newsletter will
automatically receive an invite to their
AOF).

Meanwhile the annual Scotland
National Networking Event was held at
Scottish Natural Heritage Offices in
Battleby, near Perth on 8 October. A
partnership event hosted by ARI,
FCFCG and Trellis, delegates came from
allotments, community gardens and
farms, and therapeutic gardens in
Scotland. The event featured indoor and
outdoor workshops, case study
presentations and opportunities to
network.
linda@farmgarden.org.uk

ARI would like to thank the following
councils for their generosity in hosting
AOFs so far in 2010:

In each edition we meet an
ARI Advisory Group member.
Here we meet Jeremy Iles…
Jeremy is Chief Executive of the
Federation of City Farms and
Community Gardens and Chair of the
ARI Advisory Group. He has a long
career in the NGO and environmental
sector, which has included work with
the London Wildlife Trust and Sustrans
in the UK, as well as Country
Representative for VSO in Bangladesh
and Eritrea. Jeremy and his family have
had an allotment in Bristol for 15
years: “We learnt mostly by osmosis

Mentor Network
The ARI Mentor Network offers help
and support at a local level to anyone
creating or regenerating allotments.
The service is FREE and Mentors have
vast experience in all aspects of
allotments regeneration. Mentors
receive regular updates and training
from ARI so that enquirers can be
sure to receive up to date information
and guidance.

and appreciated the advice and
friendliness we had from fellow
plotholders. We are largely organic,
applying manure has certainly
increased our productivity. Our kids
have grown up on and around the
allotment, although as teenagers they
are less keen now! I’m sure it will all
‘come back around’. We have a lean-to
polytunnel with water collection – I
learnt a good technique about how to
do this from Allan Cavell (NSALG
Regional Representative) when we
were chatting after the ARI Allotments
Officers Forum in Exeter last year. I’m
always amazed by the wealth of
knowledge of plotholders and their
willingness to share it with others.”

We would like to welcome our new
Mentors, Grant Smith and Jak Sheridan
and wish them every success in their
new roles.

expenses are covered. If you are
interested in becoming a Mentor
please contact Deborah Burn for an
application form.

Please see the box below for details of
how to contact the ARI Mentor for your
region. (For a definition of the regions
covered by each Mentor please visit the
ARI website or call the Bristol office.)

Tel. 0191 262 8276
ari@farmgarden.org.uk

ARI has a vacancy for a Mentor in East
Midlands. Full training is given and

Please note that A RI Mentors are not
able to offer legal advice, or get
involved with disputes. NSA LG offers
free legal advice to members.
www.nsalg.org.uk

ARI Mentor Network - contact details
Region/Country

Name

Telephone

Email

North East

John Doherty

0845 313 8424

jdoherty.ari@googlemail.com

North West

Alan Hull

0845 313 8425

ahull.ari@googlemail.com

Yorkshire & Humberside

Phil Gomersall

0845 345 5377

pgomersall.ari@googlemail.com

West Midlands

Jak Sheridan

0845 478 6371

jsheridan.ari@googlemail.com

East of England

Frank Owens

0845 313 8461

fowens.ari@googlemail.com

• Stoke-on-Trent City Council

• Preston City Council

London

Grant Smith

0845 478 6351

grantsmith.ari@googlemail.com

• Ipswich Council

• Hartlepool Borough Council

South East

Paul Neary

0845 313 8422

pneary.ari@googlemail.com

• City of Brighton & Hove Council

• Bradford Metropolitan District
Council

South West

position to be filled late Autumn 2010

Scotland

Ian Welsh

0845 223 5443

iwelsh.ari@googlemail.com

• City of Edinburgh

Wales

Adrian Walsh

0845 313 8423

awalsh.ari@googlemail.com

• Ballymena Council

Northern Ireland

Austin Herron

0289 336 1002

aherron.ni@googlemail.com

• London Borough of Wandsworth
Council
• Tiverton Town Council
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ARI faces
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Grants and resources update
Assessing Land Contamination
An academic paper from University of
Sheffield, suggests that current land
contamination risk assessment models do
not give consideration to the health benefits
of allotment gardening, despite the potential
of these benefits to more than fully
compensate the risks associated with
growing food on contaminated land. A useful
tool for anyone engaged with the
assessment of land for contamination
during, or prior to, it’s use for allotment
gardening. Free download from ARI website.
www.farmgarden.org.uk/ari

information about the principles of large
scale rainwater harvesting, safe installation
and industry codes of practice. Useful
information for anyone planning a new
allotment site or responsible for water
conservation on allotment sites.

Our vision is to increase
allotment uptake by
individuals and community
groups.

www.ukrha.org

Allotments Regeneration Initiative
Travel Bursary Scheme
The ARI Site Visits Travel Bursary is open to
any group of people engaged in creating or
regenerating allotments wishing to visit
other allotment sites for the purpose of
learning good practice. You may apply for up
to £300 in total for the travel and
associated expenses of up to six people to
visit the allotment site(s) specified in the
application form. For visits by larger groups,
please contact the ARI Bristol Office to
discuss your requirements.

ARI is a UK-wide
project managed by the
Federation of City Farms
and Community
Gardens with support
from the National
Society of Allotment and
Leisure Gardeners
Funded by

Tel. 0117 963 1551
ari@farmgarden.org.uk

Share the secrets of your
success!
Does your allotment association have a
success story you would like to share?

Green Up!
A plain English guide from the Community
Development Foundation on how to work
with councils on the environment and
sustainability. The guide explains how
community groups can use everything from
Local Area Agreements to Sustainable
Community Strategies to get their work
supported. Packed full of practical examples
and tips from organisations who are
successfully working with their councils.
Free download.
www.cdf.org.uk

Rainwater Harvesting Guides
A series of free guides from the Rainwater
Harvesting Association giving ideas and
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You could tell us, for example, how you
raised funds, who carried out the work
and any good advice you can pass on to
others.

Contact ARI at:
The GreenHouse
Hereford Street
Bristol BS3 4NA
Tel: 0117 963 1551
Fax: 0117 923 1900

Please include good quality photos.
Only quote names of people who have
given their permission for you to do so.

ari@farmgarden.org.uk
www.farmgarden.org.uk/ari

We do not accept press releases. We
can only include articles about
community plots on allotments if you
include confirmation that your tenancy
complies with allotment law.

Further copies of
this newsletter,
including large

We accept submissions at any point
throughout the year. Your story may
appear in our newsletter and/or website.

print, Braille or
on audio tape,
are available from
the Bristol office.
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Please send us a 200 word article OR a
summary of positive achievements made
on your site.

