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Summer Street Allotments 

Keeping Chickens on site: Guidance& requirements  

 

Under the 1950 Allotment Act, the keeping of hens is permitted on allotments and 
viewed as an allotment holder’s right, so long as they are for the tenants own use 
and not for business or profit. 

If a hen on an allotment is deemed a nuisance, health hazard or their well-being is 
affected then they can be removed.  All livestock is subject to strict welfare codes 
enforced by the RSPCA and DEFRA and covered by the Animal Welfare Act. The 
Act states that all animals have basic needs that must be fulfilled by their owner or 
keeper.  

When referring to hens, the law means the female of the species and excludes 
cockerels: cockerels are not permitted on the allotment. 

The RSPCA recommends the following: 

Under section 9 of the Animal Welfare Act 2006, a person responsible for any 
vertebrate animal must ensure they meet all of its welfare needs. This applies to both 
farm and pet animals and includes:  
 
Need for a suitable diet: Continuous ready access to an adequate supply of clean, 
fresh drinking water. Provision of feed of a type and form appropriate to the age of 
the hen 

Need for a suitable environment: Continuous access to shelter, free from sharp 
edges, protrusions etc.  

Need to be able to exhibit normal behaviour: Additional space and a suitable 
environment for exercise.   

Need to be housed with, or apart from other animals: Animals should not be kept 
isolated from others.  

Need to be protected from pain, suffering, injury and disease: Competent care 
and management from those with the knowledge and skill to ensure the animals’ 
wellbeing as well as regular, frequent inspection (at least daily, and more frequently 
for vulnerable animals such as those that are ill, or very young).  
 

The British Hen Welfare Trust also offer comprehensive guidance on keeping hens 
and provide answers to frequently asked questions (FAQ’s)  
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Links to useful websites are provided below.  

 

 

Summer Street Allotment Association requires the following:   

Plot holders keeping hens are financially responsible for veterinary fees and any 
damage caused by straying hens.  It is recommended that plot holders consider 
suitable insurance for these purposes.  
 
Any plot holder keeping hens must display full contact details with a 24-hour phone 
number in case of emergencies. They should also supply details of a second contact 
should they be unavailable.  

Suitable arrangements must be made for care of the hens whilst the owner is on 
holiday or away.  

A designated person from the allotment committee will carry out pre-arranged and 
spot checks on the hens kept on the allotment site.  

 

References: 

http://ari.farmgarden.org.uk/resources 

http://www.nsalg.org.uk/allotment-info/hens-and-other-animals/ 

http://www.politicalanimal.org.uk/RSPCA/Animals%20on%20allotments%20Oct%20
09.pdf 

www.bhwt.org.uk/cms/caring-for-hens/ 

 

 


